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America’s entrepreneurs can plan for the fu-
ture, add more employees, and invest in our
economy.

I will also ask Congress to raise the amount
of money small businesses can deduct from
their taxes for investment in new equipment,
such as machinery and computers. Right
now, the maximum deduction is $25,000. We
should triple that amount to $75,000 and ad-
just it for inflation. This reform would give
small businesses a further incentive to make
the investments on which our economy de-
pends.

Our commitment to small businesses will
take other forms as well. We will streamline
business regulations and make sure that the
concerns of small businesses are heard in
Washington.

I'm also urging Congress to enact legal re-
form to curtail the frivolous lawsuits that im-
pose unfair costs on businesses and their cus-
tomers. And I will continue to seek a perma-
nent end to the death tax, so that America’s
small-business owners can pass along their
life’s work to the next generation.

America’s economy can thrive only when
our small businesses thrive. My growth-and-
jobs proposal will encourage America’s entre-
preneurs and help to reward their efforts. By
reducing taxes, encouraging investment, and
removing obstacles to growth, we will create
a platform for future prosperity, so that small
business can flourish and every American
who seeks work can find a job.

Thank you for listening.

NoTE: The address was recorded at 10:15 a.m.
on January 17 in the Cabinet Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on January 18.
The transcript was made available by the Office
of the Press Secretary on January 17 but was em-
bargoed for release until the broadcast. The Office
of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of this address.

Remarks at a Church Service
Honoring Martin Luther King, Jr., in
Landover, Maryland

January 20, 2003

Thank you all. Thank you. Now I under-
stand why a Hechinger warehouse—[laugh-
ter]—can become a center of love and com-

passion and fire. I am honored—Laura and
I are honored that you would invite us and
our friends, the Governor and the First Lady
and the Lieutenant Governor and his lovely
wife, to come and celebrate a great Amer-
ican.

We’re honored to be in the midst of a so-
cial entrepreneur, whose guidebook for en-
trepreneurship to help others is the Bible.
I want to thank the members of the church,
the leaders of the church, and those who are
in charge of the ministries of the church for
sharing with us the good works of this
church.

It is fitting that we honor Martin Luther
King in a church, because, Gregory, I be-
lieve, like you, that the power of his words,
the clarity of his vision, the courage of his
leadership occurred because he put his faith
in the Almighty.

It is fitting that we honor the life of a great
American in a church who derived his inspi-
ration from the church. It is fitting that we
honor this great American in a church be-
cause out of the church comes the notion
of equality and justice. And even though
progress has been made, Pastor—even
though progress has been made, there is
more to do. There are still people in our soci-
ety who hurt. There is still prejudice holding
people back. There is still a school system
that doesn’t elevate every child so they can
learn. There is still a need for us to hear the
words of Martin Luther King, to make sure
the hope of America extends its reach into
every neighborhood across this land.

So it’s fitting we’re here in a church that
has got ministries aimed at healing those who
hurt, at fighting addiction, at promoting love
and families. It is fitting we meet here in
a church because in this society, we must
understand Government can help. Govern-
ment can write checks, but it cannot put
hope in people’s hearts or a sense of purpose
in people’s lives.

And so as we remember the dream of Mar-
tin Luther King and remember his clear vi-
sion for a society that's equal and a society
full of justice, this society must remember
the power of faith. This Government of yours
must welcome faith, not discriminate faith,
as we deal with the future of this great coun-

try.
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And so, ladies and gentlemen, thank you
for having Laura and me. Thank you for al-
lowing us to worship with you. Thank you
for opening up our hearts to the glorious
word. May God bless you all. May God bless
the legacy of Martin Luther King. And may
God bless all Americans on this special day.
Thank you, Pastor.

NoTE: The President spoke at 10:35 a.m. at the
First Baptist Church of Glenarden. In his re-
marks, he referred to Gov. Robert L. Ehrlich of
Maryland, and his wife, Kendel; Lt. Gov. Michael
Steele of Maryland, and his wife, Andrea; and
Deacon Gregory Foster and Pastor John K. Jen-
kins, Sr., First Baptist Church of Glenarden.

Notice—Continuation of the
National Emergency With Respect to
Terrorists Who Threaten To Disrupt
the Middle East Peace Process

January 20, 2003

On January 23, 1995, by Executive Order
12947, the President declared a national
emergency pursuant to the International
Emergency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C.
1701-1706) to deal with the unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the national security,
foreign policy, and economy of the United
States constituted by grave acts of violence
committed by foreign terrorists who threaten
to disrupt the Middle East peace process. On
August 20, 1998, by Executive Order 13099,
the President identified four additional per-
sons, including Usama bin Ladin, who threat-
en to disrupt the Middle East peace process.

Because these terrorist activities continue
to threaten the Middle East peace process
and continue to pose an unusual and extraor-
dinary threat to the national security, foreign
policy, and economy of the United States,
the national emergency declared on January
23, 1995, as expanded on August 20, 1998,
and the measures adopted on those dates to
deal with that emergency must continue in
effect beyond January 23, 2003. Therefore,
in accordance with section 202(d) of the Na-
tional Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)),
I am continuing for 1 year the national emer-
gency with respect to foreign terrorists who
threaten to disrupt the Middle East peace
process.

This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress.

George W. Bush

The White House,
January 20, 2003.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
12:07 p.m., January 21, 2003]

NoTE: This notice was released by the Office of
the Press Secretary on January 21, and it was pub-
lished in the Federal Register on January 22.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Continuation of the National
Emergency With Respect to
Terrorists Who Threaten To Disrupt
the Middle East Peace Process

January 20, 2003

Dear Mr. Speaker:  (Dear Mr. President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date
of its declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision,
I have sent the enclosed notice, stating that
the emergency declared with respect to for-
eign terrorists who threaten to disrupt the
Middle East peace process is to continue in
effect beyond January 23, 2003, to the Fed-
eral Register for publication. The most recent
notice continuing this emergency was pub-
lished in the Federal Register on January 22,
2002 (67 FR 3033).

The crisis with respect to the grave acts
of violence committed by foreign terrorists
that disrupt the Middle East peace process
that led to the declaration of a national emer-
gency on January 23, 1995, as expanded on
August 20, 1998, has not been resolved. Ter-
rorist groups continue to engage in activities
that have the purpose or effect of threatening
the Middle East peace process and that are



